[Expression of low-affinity Fc epsilon receptors on circulating monocytes in patients with inflammatory rheumatic diseases].
In patients with scleroderma, high proportions of circulating CD23+ monocytes could be detected by FACS analysis as compared with controls. Supernatants obtained from lymphocytes yielded high amounts of interleukin-4-(IL-4-)like activity. The results suggest that IL-4 contributes to monocyte activation in scleroderma. There were no correlations with serum IgE, or numbers of naive and memory-CD4+ lymphocytes.